ACT
NOW
www.CountIdahoIn.com

EVERY
VOICE
COUNTS
WHAT:

Public Comment on the Stibnite Gold Project

WHEN:

August 14, 2020 - October 13, 2020

HOW:

Submit a comment to the U.S. Forest Service

WHERE: Linda Jackson, Payette Forest Supervisor

U.S. Forest Service, Payette National Forest
500 North Mission Street
McCall, ID 83638
Office: (208) 634-0700

RESOURCES:
USFS Resource Page: www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=50516
Midas Gold Resource Page: www.RestoreTheSite.com

YOUR VOICE COUNTS
The United States has some of the highest environmental standards in the world and, before a mining
project can begin, it goes through years of scientific evaluation and review and is then submitted to
the public for comment. This process ensures only the best projects move forward, incorporate public
feedback and are done correctly. Your input during the comment period for the Stibnite Gold Project
(Project) will help regulators evaluate the plan and determine how the Project will proceed.

BE SPECIFIC

ADD A PERSONAL TOUCH

The U.S. Forest Service and 10 other local, state
and federal agencies have spent over 4 years
reviewing the Project. Soon, they will want to
know what you think about the plan and
the elements you care about most.

Do you live, work or recreate in the area? What is your
experience with Midas Gold? Are you an expert in a
specific field? Regulators will want to know about
your connection to the project.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE STIBNITE GOLD PROJECT: WWW.RESTORETHESITE.COM

RESTORE THE SITE

BRING JOBS HOME*

The Project offers a unique opportunity to restore
legacy impacts left behind from mining activity
decades ago and brings restoration to the
forefront of modern day, responsible, mining.
The Project will:
Improve water quality by reprocessing and
safely storing millions of tons of historical
tailings;

The Project is a ~$1.1 billion dollar investment in Idaho
and the company will spend an additional $2+ billion
over the life of the Project.

Restore fish migration to spawning grounds
where access has been blocked for over 80
years;

Midas Gold has and will continue to prioritize hiring
locally and training for Idahoans.

Restore the East Fork of the South Fork of the
Salmon River to flow naturally and support fish
passage after decades of pouring into an abandoned mining pit;

The Project will add ~$200 million direct and ~$500
million of indirect and induced state and federal
taxes over the life of the Project.

Exceed reclamation standards required by law
with design that restores and creates dynamic
ecosystems that are sustainable and long-term;
Be fully bonded to ensure restoration occurs.

CRITICAL MINERALS
The Project will be the U.S.’s only source of mined
antimony, a listed critical mineral needed for
important technological, industrial and defense
applications and necessary for the country’s
domestic security and supply chain independence.
The U.S. Department of Commerce lists antimony
as one of 35 critical minerals. China controls most
of the world's supply of antimony.

Mining in the U.S. gives an opportunity to provide jobs
here at home and the Project will create ~500 direct
jobs with an average salary of ~$80,000 during operations and a similar number of indirect jobs.

THE PROCESS WORKS
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is
intended to ensure all projects meet federal and
state standards for environmental protection and
safety, and requires a lengthy and exhaustive review.
The Project has undergone 4+ years of technical
review by regulators, experts and stakeholders.
11 local, state and federal agencies have reviewed
and analyzed the Project to develop the draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
Midas Gold has been transparent and is working
diligently to inform the public and incorporate
stakeholder input into the Project.

*Based on 2014 prefeasibility study

WRITING YOUR LETTER
CRITICAL MINERALS

GOLD

Antimony is critical to numerous industries including high
tech electronics, green energy, fire retardants, military
applications, petroleum refining, chemical and materials
manufacturing, and consumer and industrial plastics.

Gold is essential to the technologies that drive modern
life from cellphones to pacemakers.

The Stibnite Mining District is home to the largest known
antimony deposit in the U.S. and the Project can provide
this strategically important industrial mineral to the U.S.

There are no sources of mined antimony in America
today. Almost all of the world’s antimony is produced
and/or refined in China or Russia and this reliance on
foreign sources can cause uncertainties in the supply
chain.

ACCESS

The Burntlog Route, incorporates existing Forest Service
roads, keeps traffic away from fish-bearing waterways,
avoids known avalanche sites, reduces environmental risk
and keeps sediment out of the waterways. Modifications
in Alternative 2 further reduce wetland impacts and
shorten the route by over one mile.
Midas Gold’s work schedule and traffic plan minimizes
travel trips to increase safety and reduce greenhouse
gases emissions. Additional design refinements reflected
in Alternative 2 reduce traffic by more than 20%.
Proposed through-site public access maintains current
accessibility to Thunder Mountain while prioritizing
safety.

ECONOMICS & SOCIAL IMPACTS*

Midas Gold’s 2014-Pre-Feasibility Study determined that
Project can produce at least 4 million ounces of gold and
100 million pounds of antimony.
Midas Gold is committed to hiring, contracting and
purchasing supplies and services locally wherever possible and has already spent more than $69 million locally by
prioritizing local vendors and contractors.
According to the Prefeasibility Study, construction of the
Project will require the investment of approximately $1
billion, providing a significant boost in capital expenditures in Idaho and across the U.S.
The Project, as submitted in the PRO, is estimated to
create $152 million in sales transactions in the regional
economy through the life of the mine and create $200
million in direct and $500 million in indirect and induced
local, state and federal tax revenue.
During operations, Midas Gold anticipates providing
approximately 500 direct jobs with an annual payroll
ranging from $48 million to $51 million and a similar
number of indirect jobs.

The Project would produce over 4 million ounces of gold.
This domestic supply would bolster the United States’
position as a gold producer and allow us oversight of
environmental conditions and mining practices.

Two of the three top gold producers, China and Russia,
are countries with unstable trade relationships with the
U.S. and have significantly lower environmental and labor
standards for mining.

TAILINGS

Midas Gold’s tailings storage facility (TSF) is designed to
meet or exceed the most stringent design factor-of-safety set forth in Idaho regulations.
After several possible TSF locations were considered,
Midas Gold proposed a site that is 90% constrained by
mountains. The remaining 10% will be retained by a dam
with a factor of safety exceeding 1.5 and further
buttressed by an additional 65 million tons of development rock that brings the factor of safety to over 3.
At all times during the life of the mine, the TSF will maintain enough volume to contain at least six to seven times
a 500-year flood volume.
Prior to tailings being pumped into the TSF, all chemicals
of concern will be removed or neutralized to well below
the levels considered safe for wildlife.

FISH & WILDLIFE

Restoring the East Fork of the South Fork of the Salmon
River is at the core of the Project design and provides a
pathway for anadromous fish to reach historical spawning
grounds within the first year of operations.
To protect fish & wildlife the Project will:
Minimize disturbance to wildlife habitat by utilizing
previously disturbed areas as much as possible for
their operations, 43% of the project footprint in Alternative 2 is on previously disturbed land;
Utilize responsible night lighting to mitigate light
pollution and minimize noise where possible;
Install a wildlife exclusion fence around the tailings
storage facility, process facility areas and related
process ponds to reduce potential risk to wildlife;
Undertake reforestation and fish habitat enhancement
across the site, not just project-impacted areas, in
order to improve the overall quantity and quality of
wildlife habitat.

WWW.COUNTIDAHOIN.COM

*Based on 2014 prefeasibility study

WRITING YOUR LETTER
OWNERSHIP

Midas Gold Idaho is an Idaho company with 30+ employees, most of whom live in Idaho. This company is responsible for preparing the Project for construction and will
operate the Project once approved.
Midas Gold Corp. is the parent company of Midas Gold
Idaho. It was founded in order to trade on the Toronto
Stock Exchange. The company has 4 employees in Vancouver, Canada and focuses on the financial needs of the
Project and required regulatory reporting.
As a publicly traded company, Midas Gold Corp., is owned
by a mixture of retail, institutional and other large investors primarily in U.S. and Canada. Of currently issued
shares, shareholder ownership breaks down to 46% retail
shareholders and high net worth investors, 24% institutional shareholders, 20% Barrick Gold, 5% Teck, 4% Paulson, 1% Directors and Management.

WATER QUALITY

MODIFIED PRO

After years of regulatory review, Midas Gold proposed
refinements to the original Plan of Restoration and Operations (PRO) addressing direct feedback from Idahoans,
reducing impacts on the environment and improving
upon the design of the Project. This plan, the “Modified
PRO” (Mod PRO) is now reflected in Alternative 2 of the
draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
Refinements include:
Removing a development rock storage facility and reducing new project disturbance by 72 acres (PRO Section 9.3
and 14.2.9);
Backfilling the Midnight mine pit and partially backfilling
the Hangar Flats mine pit to reduce pit lake depth by 460
feet;
Adding geosynthetic covers to development rock storage
facilities to protect water quality;

Without the Project, there are no identified solutions to
address legacy waste and contamination of the site.

Surface water management modifications to maintain
surface water flows, reduce stream temperature and
improve surface water and groundwater quality;

Midas Gold has never conducted mining operations at
Stibnite, but is willing to provide long-term and
large-scale solutions to the legacies left behind by previous operators and regulators.

Moving the road maintenance facility location to the
Burntlog Route to protect the historic nature of Landmark;

Midas Gold will reprocess 3 million tons of historical
tailings & repurpose the 7.5 million tons of spent heap
leach ore, removing an existing potential source of water
quality degradation from the watershed. Without the
Project, there are no identified solutions to address
legacy waste and contamination.
Midas Gold’s plans include Interim stabilization of Blowout Creek in the first years of construction and operation,
fixing the most significant source of sediment in the
watershed. Full restoration at closure will improve water
quality, stabilize the water table in that area and re-establish wetlands habitat.
The Project will improve water quality through:
Removal of legacy waste rock in or adjacent to the
East Fork of the South Fork of the Salmon River;
Removing or addressing several historical underground workings that are likely sources of surface and
groundwater water quality impacts;
Enhancing or restoring more than 12 miles of the East
Fork of the South Fork of the Salmon River and tributaries, adding quality fisheries habitat;
Removing and reprocessing historical tailings;
Repairing Blowout Creek, the largest sediment source
in the area;
Reforesting to reduce sediment runoff.

Rerouting sections of the powerline to reduce wetland
impacts and address private landowner concerns;
Modifying the Burntlog Route to reduce the road by over
1 mile and substantially reduce wetland impacts;
Reduction in overall traffic by more than 20% and related
emissions by producing lime on site;
Maintaining safe, seasonal recreational access through
the mine site.

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE

Recent changes in the law now require Midas Gold set
aside funding for reclamation calculated based on the
actual cost of reclamation and closure. The calculation
considers reclamation costs conducted by third parties
with government oversight, addresses long-term water
treatment and even includes an extra percentage for
contingency. The calculation will be reviewed and updated every 1 to 5 years to ensure accuracy.
Midas Gold has suggested that financial assurance for the
Project incorporate restoration standards, where possible,
going beyond reclamation standards.
Midas Gold will not use “Corporate Guarantees” but will
secure traditional funding mechanisms such as bonding
and trusts.

WWW.COUNTIDAHOIN.COM

